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Registration and Refreshments
Welcome, Michael Fernando, Summit Chair

Past Rotary International President Gary Huang (introduced by S.N. Srikanth, incoming Chair,
WASH RAG Board)

Yum Keung Ip (RC Birkenhead, New Zealand): The Global Threat of Arsenic in Groundwater

Kaloy Manlupig (Volunteer CEO Safe Water for Every Child, Philippines) Safe Water in the Most
Vulnerable Environments: Lessons from Communities at the Margins.

Steve Bender (ESRAG): The Million Drop Challenge

Brian Ashworth (Honorary CEQ Disaster Aid Australia): Seven Rotary Impact Areas with Safe
Water

Iryna Odyntsova (PP RC Dnipro Novyii), in conjunction with District Governor Olha Paliychuk
(District Governor, Ukraine): Providing Safe Water in Schools in Wartime

Steve Werner: WASH RAG Ambassador Program Chair

Past Rotary International Director Faiz Kidwai SMART Villages Project
Q&A

Refreshment Break / Networking

Rotary Action Group Panel Discussion: Achieving Greater Impact Through Collaboration
Moderator: Ann Marie Kimball, M.D., MPH, Epidemiologist; known as the pioneer for electronic
disease surveillance for infectious diseases and pandemics; Vice Chair of Rotary COVID Task
Force - Washington State, USA
Angela Benson, M.D. - Chair, Rotary Action Group of Reproductive, Maternal and Child Health -
Liberia
G. Ann Evans, DrPH, FNP, Blindness Prevention Rotary Action Group and International Rotary
Fellowship of Healthcare Professionals - Board Member; North Carolina, USA
Deb McCaslin, MM, PDG, Rotary Action Group for Girls' Empowerment - Founding Member and
Treasurer - Nebraska, USA
Aziz Memon, National Polio Plus Committee, Pakistan and Rotary International PolioPlus Com-
mittee, and Past TRF Trustee - Pakistan

Closing Remarks, Michael Fernando, Summit Chair

Close



Moderators and Presenters

Brian Ashworth is a retired Chartered Civil Engineer
with 40 years experience with all aspects of the water
industry in design, construction, operations, and
maintenance in the UK and Australia. Since 2017 he
has been providing water engineering expertise, and
digital marketing, to Disaster Aid Australia, and in
2019 took up his existing position as Honorary Chief
Executive.

Disaster Aid Australia works with overseas partners
to ensure effective consultation and efficient delivery

Steve Bender is a global sustainability leader and
strategic advisor with decades of experience build-
ing partnerships, launching environmental initia-
tives, and helping organizations grow in ways that
are both responsible and resilient.

He is the CEO of Sea 2 Sky Solutions, an internation-
al consulting firm focused on sustainable innova-
tion and collaboration; the head of Newport Homes,
where he leads work in green building, affordable
housing, and sustainable building design.

Steve created the Environmental Xperience at
EarthX , a bold new global sustainability event
designed to capture the energy and spirit of EarthX
while standing confidently on its own.

His conservation and civic leadership include,
serving as President of the Rotary Club of Newport
Beach (The Rotary Global Service Club), as well as
Director of the Environmental and Sustainability
Rotary Action Group (ESRAG) for Western North

Angela Benson Dr. Angela Benson is a distinguished
Liberian physician, public health leader, and humani-
tarian with decades of service in health systems
strengthening and Medical education. She earned
her medical degree from the University of Libe-

ria's A.M. Dogliotti Medical College and completed
advanced training in Child health and Public Health
abroad, building a career that has taken her from
National service in Liberia to Regional and Inter-
national leadership roles in organizations such as
UNICEF and the World Health Organization. She is
also widely known for her commitment to women'’s
and children’s health through the Global Health
Innovations and Action Foundation, which she co-
founded with her husband Dr. Jimi Benson as well

which has resulted in over 400 water filters being
provided.

Our largest project during this time has been Bhutan
2020: Providing safe water to 120 major schools
(over 80,000 children) This continued with minimal
disruption through the COVID Pandemic.

Brian is a member of the Rotary Club of Greater
Dandenong & Endeavour Hills receiving a Paul Harris
Fellowship in 2021.

America. He also serves on the Rotary Climate Ac-
tion Team and is a former President of the Newport
Bay Conservancy.

Steve is the founder of Rebuild Ukraine Green,

an initiative working with international partners

to support post-conflict recovery in Ukraine. In
collaboration with Rotary, Steve also focuses on
funding landmine removal from agricultural regions
and supporting a prosthetic hand program to help
civilians injured by the conflict regain mobility and
independence.

Steve is Director of the Environmental and Sustain-
ability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG) for Western
North America, supporting environmental projects
across more than 1,700 Rotary clubs. He also serves
on the Rotary Climate Action Team and is a former
President of the Newport Bay Conservancy, where
he helped protect and restore one of Southern Cali-
fornia’s most important coastal ecosystems.

as the Benson Hospital in Monrovia, Liberia. She

is a strong Rotarian of about 21 years’ experience,
as Past President for the Rotary Club of Maseru,
Lesotho and Past President for her current Club,
the Rotary Club of Sinkor, Liberia. She is past
Foundation Chair and past Malaria Ambassador for
her District 9101. Dr. Angela Benson is a Cadre of
Technical Adviser to The Rotary Foundation (TRF)
as well as a Maternal and Child Health Technical
Coordinator. She is an Advisory Council member of
the Rotary Action Group for Family Health and AIDS
prevention (RFHA). She is currently the Board Chair
of the Rotary Action Group for Reproductive, Mater-
nal and Child Health (RMCH).




G. Ann Evans is a nurse practitioner from North
Carolina; she holds a BS in Psychology and
Sociology, a DrPH in Global Health, a Health Policy
Fellowship, and a certificate in International Health
Consultancy. Ann worked extensively in rural North
Carolina and Western Alaska. She has held faculty
appointments at Duke, U of NC, and U of Alaska,
serves on several boards that include focus on
medical care, WASH, and food insecurity in African
countries. Ann has been a Rotarian for 11 years,

Michael Fernando was District Governor in D1200 (in
southwest England) when the war in Ukraine broke
out, during 2022. As a Paediatrician, he helped a club
in his District obtain medical supplies to fill a lorry
driving to Ukraine, through the International Rotary
Fellowship of Healthcare Professionals.

Borys Bodnar from RC Ukraine Unity was helping
with logistics for Rotary in Ukraine and asked
Michael if knew of anyone who could help Rotary in
Ukraine with water. Through the ‘Magic of Rotary’
Michael was able to put Borys in touch with key
players in HANWASH (the Rotary project to provide
clean water to Haiti), as well as WASH-RAG. Through
this process, Michael ended up chairing the Ukraine

Gary Huang served as President of Rotary
international in 2014-15. Gary was born in southern
China and grew up in Taiwan. He is a graduate of
Eastern Michigan University, U.S.A. and holds an
MBA from the College of Insurance (New York).

He is currently Honorary Chairman of Taiwan Sok
Shinkong Security Co., Ltd. He is a past president of
the Malayan Overseas Insurance Co.

A Rotarian since 1976, Gary is a member of the
Rotary Club of Taipei, Taiwan. He has served Rl

as district governor, director and vice-president,
Trustee of The Rotary Foundation, and as chairman
and member of numerous international committees
and task forces.

He has been instrumental in the area of membership
development throughout Asia. As a Rotary
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is Co-Vice Chair of the Fellowship of Healthcare
Professionals, Trustee of the Blindness Prevention
Rotary Action Group, and Major Gift Initiative Advisor
on Health 2024-27. She serves on the Foundation
Team for Zone 33 and is a member of the Arch
Klumph Society Foundation Circle and Legacy
Society. Through Ann’s private family foundation
and working through Rotary, Ann is committed to
the eradication of Avoidable Blindness and Vision
Impairment.

International Rotary Water group, which has worked
on water projects in Ukraine, including mobile
water filtration units, water filter provision and a
multi country Disaster Response Grant to provide

a Reverse Osmosis Unit in Mykolaiv. The group
includes leaders of the Ukraine District WASH team,
Mark Gitelman and Borys Bodnar, as well as Past Rl
Director Katerina Kotsali-Papadomitriou.

Michael was then asked to chair the World Water
Summit for WASH-RAG. On a different note, Michael
has also worked with projects to train trainers in
Neonatal Resuscitation (Helping Babies Breathe) in
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Foundation Trustee, he set the goal of recruiting

100 new Foundation Major Donors in Taiwan to help
celebrate Rotary’s centennial, which resulted in 106
Major Donors in 2005 and another 103 Major Donors
in 2006 contributing more than US$2 million to the
Foundation's Annual Programs Fund.

Gary has recounted his experience in business and
his life within Rotary in a 2004 book entitled Finding
Solutions, Not Excuses.

He is a recipient of the RI Presidential Citation and
the Service Above Self Award, Rotary's highest
honor. He also received the Rotary Foundation's
Citation for Meritorious Service and Distinguished
Service Award. Gary and his wife Corinna have one
son and two daughters. They are all major donors
to The Rotary Foundation.



Yum Keung Ip is the Director of SHE Aqua Technol-
ogy Co. Ltd. (Hong Kong) from 2023 to the present
time. A medical practitioner in Hong Kong from 1976
to 1995 at Ruttonjee Sanatorium, Nethersole Hos-
pital, United Christian Hospital, in private practice

in General Surgery, Obstetrics & Gynecology, and
Emergency Medical Medicine in Disaster situations.

Dr. Yu Keung Ip's interest in technology has shifted
to water treatment technology since 2019 to sup-
port the development of disruptive breakthroughs to
benefit millions of people in need of healthy drinking
water at affordable CAPEX and OPEX focus on low

Faiz Kidwai is a member of the Rotary club of
Karachi Karsaz, and served as Director, Rotary
International 2022-2024.

Muhammad Faiz Kidwai is the chair of CG Global, a
leading architecture, engineering, urban design, real
estate development, and hospitality firm. A specialist
in socially responsive architecture, Muhammad

has developed master plans for urban housing
projects as well as large urban development and city
planning projects.

Muhammad has recently launched a program
focusing on “Environmental Sustainability & Climate
Change”. He initiated smart villages in the flood af-
fected areas after 2022 climate carnage in Pakistan.
He has already initiated 20 villages in Pakistan and
has planned a comprehensive program to increase

Ann Marie Kimball, MD is a physician and
epidemiologist. Dr. Kimball is a 27 year Rotarian. She
has served Rotary in many capacities, She is former
President of the Rotary Club of Bainbridge Island
(2023-2024) and co-chaired the COVID 19 Task Force
for Rotary International (2021-2023). She now serves
as a representative for the President of Rotary
International, and represents Rotary Intl. on the
Research Committee of the Polio Eradication effort.

She served as Senior Consulting Fellow for the
Centre on Global Health Security at Chatham

House. She recently completed a scholar residency
at Bellagio Center. She served as technical and
strategic lead for the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation surveillance strategy formation. She was
also senior program officer with the foundation,

For two decades Dr Kimball served as professor
of epidemiology at the University of Washington
School of Public Health where she is now emerita.

energy consumption and environmental impact.

The core- technology will be applied to over twenty
applications with remarkable outcome in ESG perfor-
mance and health concerns at remarkable reduction
in overall operating cost and carbon emission.

Through our R&D for the recent global XPrize Water
Scarcity Competition involving we have developed
our circular desalination ecosystem towards re-
markable financial and ecological sustainability with
water right equality being our targeted goal irre-
spective being poor or rich.

our impact, reaching out all stake holders, engaged
participation & partnerships and increasing the abil-
ity of all to adapt.

He is founder and chair Rotary Humanitarian Trust
and Founder and Chair, Rotary Pakistan Literacy
Mission. He has been involved in supporting Afghan
refugees in Pakistan, co-chairing an initiative that
has assisted more than 50,000 Afghan refugees and
working on projects that fight poverty and hunger
while promoting the education and empowerment of
Afghan girls and women.

He is recipient of the RI Service Above Self Award,
The Rotary Foundation Distinguished Service Award,
and The Rotary Foundation Citation for Meritorious
Service. He and his wife, Uzma, are Rotary
Foundation Major Donors.

During her tenure at UW, Dr Kimball founded and
directed the APEC Emerging Infections Network,

and led research and training programs in Peru and
Thailand. Her research focus on global trade and
emerging infections earned her a Fulbright New
Century Scholars award and a Guggenheim Scholars
award. She also served on staff with Harborview
Medical Center for 2 decades.

She is the author of Risky Trade: Infectious Diseases
in an Era of Global Trade and has authored
numerous scientific publications and served on
several Institute of Medicine panels. Most recently
she has worked with the West African Health
Organization to establish a new post-Ebola infectious
disease surveillance network in that region. She
serves on the Board of Directors for the Yemen
Relief and Reconstruction Foundation,., and Refuge
Place, Liberia.
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Kaloy Manlupig Charlito “Kaloy” Manlupig is the
volunteer CEO of Safe Water for Every Child -
Philippines (SWFEC-Ph). It is an independent,
non-profit organisation registered in the Philippines
committed to the mission of providing reliable
access to safe drinking water for children and
communities across the country.

It focuses on deploying sustainable water-
filtration technologies—such as the SkyHydrant™
ultrafiltration systems and solutions to schools,
barangays, and vulnerable communities affected
by natural disasters. The objective is to have
immediate impact to improve health, reduce water-
borne diseases, and support overall community
well-being. The organization works closely with
local civic groups like Rotary Clubs, and partners
such as the SkyJuice Foundationand Disaster Aid
Australia to install and maintain water systems,

Deb McCaslin PDG Deb McCaslin is a retired

Economic Developer, Editor, Photographer, Musician,

but most of all she is a Rotarian - and a grandma.
She is proud of her eclectic career paths remarking
she fell in love with each.

She is a founding board member of Rotary’s newest
action group, Rotary Action 4 Girls Empowerment
and currently serves as its treasurer. She is an
Assistant Rotary Membership Coordinator for Zones

Aziz Memon is chair of the Kings Group, a
conglomerate of five companies that is one of

the leading textile and ready-made garment
manufacturing and exporting groups in Pakistan.
He is also chair of the board of the Karachi
Garment City, a project of the government of
Pakistan. Memon's other roles include honorary
consul general of the Republic of Suriname in
Karachi, president of the English Speaking Union
of Pakistan, and president of the United Memon
Jamat of Pakistan, a nongovernmental organization
dedicated to community development and helping
the underprivileged.

Since he joined Rotary in 1995, he has been widely
recognized for his leadership in polio eradication.
Memon has served as member of the International
PolioPlus Committee and chair of the Pakistan
PolioPlus Committee. He has worked closely with
Rotary's partners and stakeholders, including
UNICEF, WHO and its Expanded Programme on
Immunization, government officials, religious

conduct community training, and respond to water
emergencies in underserved regions.

Kaloy is a peacebuilder, and a development and
humanitarian worker. Prior to SWFEC-Ph, he was
involved in community-based work including as
founder, president and CEO of Balay Mindanaw, and
has served in government positions. As volunteer
CEOQ, he guides the organisation’s strategic direction,
partnerships, and on-the-ground initiatives to make
safe water a reality for children and families who
lack basic water access.

Together, SWFEC-Ph and Kaloy champion the belief
that safe water is a fundamental right for every
person, translating that vision into impactful projects
from communities and classrooms in Cagayan de
Oro to remote villages throughout Mindanao and
beyond.

25B/29, District 5630's Foundation Chair, has served
as an Rl Presidential Representative and is a Rotary
Foundation Major Donor.

Honors include District 5630 Rotarian of the

Year, Nebraska First Lady's award for a lifetime

of community service, Nebraska Newspaper
Associations Highest Leadership Award and the
Economic Development Corporation’s Wheelhorse
Award.

scholars, celebrities, business leaders, and
Rotarians from around the world. He was one of
four polio eradication activists to receive the Louis
Pasteur Medal by the Institut Pasteur. His other
RI leadership positions have included training
leader, committee member, and RI president’s
representative. Memon says his favorite Rotary
project was working with his club to raise over
$285,000 to fund an English-language instruction
school for 4,000 children.

Memon has received the Service Above Self Award,
the International and Regional Service Awards for

a Polio-Free World, and The Rotary Foundation'’s
Distinguished Service Award and Citation for
Meritorious Service. In recognition of his community
and humanitarian services in the health sector,

the president of Pakistan conferred the Pride of
Performance Award on Memon in 2011. He and his
wife, Samina, are members of the Arch Klumph
Society.



Iryna Odyntsova is Doctor of Juridical Sciences,
international lawyer, and member of the Ukrainian
American Bar Association.

She is also a Rotary leader serving as President
of RC “Dnipro Nowyi” (District 2232) Ukraine, IEP
Ambassador, Chair of the Rotary Fellowship of
Educators.

Olha Paliychuk MD, PhD, DMsc, Prof, MBA in
Healthcare is a member of the Rotary Club of
Cherkasy and has been elected to be the District
Governor for Ukraine (D2232) in 2025-26. She is

a Major Donor, Paul Harris Fellow and has been
awarded the ‘Service above Self' award by Rotary
International. She is an Obstetrician by profession
and a Professor. Olha holds a number of district,
national and international roles in Rotary and
through her profession. She is a member and

S. N. Srikanth is Chair Elect of WASH-RAG, Rotary’s
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Action Group. He has
extensive experience in large scale social interven-
tions in WASH and specializes in sustainability and
behaviour change.

Srikanth gained prominence in 2015 with his efforts

to end open defecation in India. The state-of-the-

art approaches he used proved hugely successful

in getting communities to change their behaviour
voluntarily and collectively and even became a case
study at the renowned Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad.

He has addressed audiences at several Rotary Inter-
national Conventions, WASH-RAG events and numer-
ous other WASH forums.

Steve Werner is a WASH consultant working primarily
with international nonprofit organizations. He served
as Executive Director (CEQ) for Water For People, an
international nonprofit organization based in Den-

ver, Colorado, whose mission is to assist people in
developing nations gain access to safe drinking water,
proper sanitation, and effective hygiene practices. As
executive director, Werner led an organization that
conducted programs in Latin America, Africa, and Asia.

Werner also worked in senior positions for three of
the largest and most successful nonprofit organiza-
tions in the United States - American Cancer Society,
CARE International, and Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional.

Iryna is dedicated to advancing international

legal cooperation, educational exchange, and
humanitarian initiatives, with a strong commitment
to building global partnerships through service and
leadership.

Secretary of the Ukraine Ministry of Health Board
of experts in Oncological diseases. Olha is in the
Co-ordinating committee of the Ukraine Rotary
Prevention of Humanitarian Disasters group.

Olha is the Commodore and Ukrainian Fleet Founder
of the International Yachting Fellowship of Rotarians
(IYFR). She is a member of the Water, Sanitation

and Hygiene Rotary Action Group (WASH-RAG), as
well as being a member of the Peacebuilding Rotary
Action Group.

He has experience in other large scale social interven-
tions too, including Covid protective behaviour, eye
donation awareness and polio eradication. He is a re-
cipient of the “International Service Award for a Polio
Free World” from Rotary in recognition of his global
efforts to end polio.

Srikanth is an active proponent of Rotarians embark-
ing on programmes and not just projects to address
the problem of WASH comprehensively, with sustain-
ability built into programme design.

Werner is a Fellow of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in
Battle Creek, Michigan, and of the Salzburg Seminar
in Salzburg, Austria. He is a past chair of the National
Peace Corps Assaociation, the Peace Corps alumni
organization. He served in the Peace Corps in South
Korea in the 1970’'s and in the country of Georgia from
2016 - 2017. He has also served in leadership posi-
tions locally with Rotary clubs, international festival
organizations, and other community associations. This
year he received Rotary International’s Service Above
Self Award.

He has three grown children and seven grandchildren
who live in Colorado. He also served as a foster parent
for over 15 years.
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